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You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream. --C. S. Lewis
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     2023-2024: Instructor: Mr. James Donahue 720-4777 Room 4
Course Description:

  This is a standards based course that emphasizes reading, writing, speaking, and listening in accordance with the California Core State Standards for English Language Arts (Grades 9/10) and College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult Education via the usage of high school fiction and non-fiction texts. Reading analysis, Socratic discussions, and essays of 5 paragraphs compose the foundation of this course. Also, an emphasis will be based on the practical application of mathematics (CCSS Grades 9/10), which provides a foundation in mathematics which includes addition, subtraction, fractions, decimals, percentages, pre-algebra and basic geometry. This course is for students who intend to pursue a high school diploma, a high school equivalency certificate (HiSET/GED), and/or a community college (like Bakersfield College) or for students who simply want to improve their academic English to a strong literacy level. 

Placement of Students in the Academic Transitions Course
· Students who score below 236 on the CASAS exam
· ESL (English as a Second Language): Students who qualify for Levels 4-5 in the DAS based on CASAS scores
Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Communicate effectively and Think Critically. 

2. Collaborate collectively as productive Members of the Community. 

3. Contribute responsibly to the diversity of a global economy and society by means of 

foundational skills and technology. 

4. Complete a successful transition into the Work Force and/or a higher level learning for the 

purposes of obtaining a career.

Student Learning Objectives*:

*Based on College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult Education Susan Pimentel 2013 and English Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Education October 2016

1. CASAS Test Scoring: The Objective is for students to achieve an improvement of a minimum of 1-5 points per quarter. The ultimate goal is to reach the CASAS Scoring Range of 236 and above and to advance to the High School Diploma or High School Equivalency Program.

2. Writing: The Objective is for students within one semester to achieve the ability to write a basic coherent paragraph of 4-5 sentences composed of corresponding level vocabulary that includes the components of Topic Sentence, Supporting Evidence, and Personal Commentary (interpretation and analysis) with a Concluding thought.

a. English Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Education With Correspondences to the College and Career Readiness Standards for English Language Arts.

i. Example Page 33 CCR Anchor 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. a. Use parallel structure. b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. (L.9-10.1).

ii. Example Page 51 CCR Writing Anchor 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. CCR Writing 6 Level E • Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. (W.9-10.6)

3. Reading: The Objective is for students within one semester to achieve the ability to read short novels and textual articles composed of corresponding level vocabulary.

a. English Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Education With Correspondences to the College and Career Readiness Standards for English Language Arts.

a. Example Page 35 CCR Reading Anchor 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
4. Speaking and Listening: English Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Education With Correspondences to the College and Career Readiness Standards for English Language Arts.

i. Example Page 55: CCR Speaking and Listening 1 Level E • Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
5. Mathematics: LEVEL D (+6, 7-8)
a. Basic Operations: Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.

b.   Fractions/Decimals/Percentages: Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and mathematical problems.
c.   Statistics and Probability
d.   Work with radicals and integer exponents. Know and apply the properties of integer exponents to generate equivalent numerical expressions. For example, 32 × 3 (–5) = 3(–3) = (1/3)3 = 1/27. (8.EE.1) [Also see F.IF.8b]
e.    Basic Algebra: Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of simultaneous linear equations.

Solve linear equations in one variable. (8.EE.7) [Also see A.REI.3]
f.    Basic Geometry: Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle, measure, area, surface area, and volume.
      6. Technology/Computer Skills: Students will learn and improve upon existing skills to successfully 

           navigate computer programs, Word, PDF documents, Video learning, internet based sources, basic 

           typing skills (typing program), submit work online, etc.
Grades (After the successful completion of 1 quarter)
· A 90-100% 5 units rewarded of elective credit

· B 80-89% 5 units rewarded of elective credit

· C 70-79% 5 units rewarded of elective credit

· D 60-69% 5 units rewarded of elective credit only with a CASAS score of 236 or higher (taken at the end of the quarter)
· F Below 59% no units are rewarded and the student must repeat the class
Grading Weighting System (all is seen on Schoology)

· Benchmark Tests (40%)

· Classwork/Homework (60%)

Passing the Class
· After 4 weeks into the quarter, any student who currently has 80% and higher, scored a minimum of 230 on the CASAS exam during the orientation, and has strong attendance, may be recommended to take the CASAS exam again. If the student scores a minimum of 236, he/she may begin the high school diploma program immediately and stay in the class to receive 5 units of elective credit or leave the class without credit. 

· Upon completing a full quarter, any student who earns 70% or higher will be passed to the high school diploma program and may leave the class if he/she so desires.

· Benchmarks must be taken on time or one day late. After this, a student can take a benchmark assessment for 50% of the grade earned.
· Classwork/HW must be turned in on time or the student will receive a zero—no late work unless absent.
Attendance Policy
· Each student is allowed 5 unexcused absences within each quarter. After 5 unexcused absences, the student will be contacted and may be dropped from the course for the rest of the quarter.
· An excused absence must be communicated and is defined by a true emergency (sickness or personal tragedy) and not inconvenience (lack of transportation, babysitting, etc.)
Texts/Programs
· Between Two Worlds series by Alan Hidalgo: 
· Between Two Worlds: A Multicultural and Multilingual Anthology 3rd Edition by Alan Hidalgo

· Between Two Worlds Student Workbook Basic Edition

· PreGED Workbooks/Aztec Software Bridge Program
· GED Workbooks

· Burlington English Program
· Supplementary materials (teacher designed)
· Schoology: Class Code is J4BH-MTKH-DGV7X
Supplies
· Notebook and Paper

· Pencils, Pens, and Highlighters (yellow, green, turquoise, pink)
Classroom Expectations
· Please be respectful to your teacher and your classmates
· No food is allowed in classroom according to DAS policy. Drinks must have a sealable lid (no straws).
· Students who miss more than 5 classes per quarter without a valid reason will be dropped from the class
Benchmarks

· English Conventions test (grammar/punctuation)

· Academic essay of 5 paragraphs

· Reading analysis of informational text and literature

· Mathematical test
CCRS for Adults
Reading Standards
To become college and career ready, students need to grapple with works of exceptional craft and thought whose range extends across genres, cultures, and centuries. By engaging with increasingly complex readings, students gain the ability to evaluate intricate arguments and the capacity to surmount the challenges posed by complex texts. Standards 1 and 10 play a special role since they operate whenever students are reading: Standard 1 outlines the command of evidence required to support any analysis of text (e.g., analyzing structure, ideas, or the meaning of word as defined by Standards 2-9); Standard 10 defines the range and complexity of what students need to read.
Panelists bundled the selected standards into five grade level groupings to more closely reflect adult education levels of learning: A (K–1), B (2–3), C (4–5), D (6–8), and E (9–12) 
( Comparison to CASAS levels (see chart): • CC A = CASAS A • CC B = CASAS Low B • CC C = CASAS High B • CC D = CASAS C • CC E = CASAS D and E
Regular Practice With Complex Text: Why relevant and important?

 What students can read, in terms of complexity is greatest predictor of success in college (ACT study)

 Gap between complexity of college and high school texts is huge (4 years!)

• Too many students are reading at too low a level. (<50% of graduates can read sufficiently complex texts)
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